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2 Violent Besttay 


Chapter 1. The Wreck | 


AFEW SHORT WEEKS AFTER THE EPIC RETREAT FROM DUNKIRK, @ BATTER=U. P2ENCH 
TRAMP STEAMER , THE AP4AV/E~ LOUISE , WAS CLAWING ITS WAY SLOWLY BAST OUT OF A 
BLUSTERY ATLANTIC OCEAN TOWARDS iT HOME PORT, CHERBOURS 

















SO FAR, THE THREAT OF SPRE0ING HAT: 
AGGRESSION HAD Mal iMPACT 





With HER HOLDS ALIMOST EMPTY, SHE 
WALLOWED UNHAPPILY. IN THE TROUGHS 
JOF THE PLUNGING BREAKERS. A REFIT 

WAS LONG OVEROUE AND HER ENGINES. 
WERE PROTESTING UNDER THE STRAIN. 


LOOKS ASIF WERE 
GOING “TO TAKE A RARE 
‘OLD FOUNDING ‘ON 
THE WAY IN, AGW 
‘CAPITAINE ! 


‘AWAY POTTERING ‘NO. 
(OUT OF SAIGON ANO BANGIOO 
WHS CARES ABO! 
WEATHER, OF TRE WAR, 
FOR THAT Mac 





TET US HOPE THERE WONT 
‘BE ANY NASTY SHOCKS 
AWAITING. YOU: INA FRANCE. 
BENEATH. THE HEEL OF THE J] 
‘BOCHE, CAPITAINE - 











BUT SHOCKS WERE MuANENT FOR DUPONT FROM THE WAR 
ND. THE WEATHER. AT THAT MOMENT, A GERMAN PLANE, ON 
STROL LOOKING FOR BRITISH SHIPPING, WAS HEADING. 
COWARDS THE SHIP. 


é 
‘SITTING TARGET, KURT. 
JUST IN TIME FOR A 
QUICK SINKING BEFORE 
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ALTHOUGH UNVERSED IN WAR TACTICS, DUPONT 
MASTER 


REACTED LIKE A TRUE SHIP'S HEADING HIS] 
‘SHIP TOWARDS THE FIRST BOMB BURSTS. 








WO" MORE BOMBS WHINED TOWARDS THEM AND WATER 
'SHOWERED OVER THE AAARIE-LOUISE, SO CLOSE DID THEY LAND. 
yu 











Viorent 


HOSTILE PLANE TURNED AWAY AS THE 
BAST TWO BOMBS FELL NARMLESSLY ASTERN. 
JDUPONT'S MANOEUVRE HAD PAID OFF AND 
THE DANGER HAD BEEN THWARTED. 


WHAT PRICE THE 
By DOCHES HOW, 


OH. 1 DON'T 
know THEY MUST 

WAVE MISTAKEN US FoR NAM 

THE BRITISH. RESUME. 

COURSE FOR CHersouRs. 


Destmy 
4 BUT ALREADY ‘THE FURIOUS ELEMENTS OF 


NATURE WERE CONSPIRING TO THWART. THE 
KIPPER'S MUCH-DESERVED HOMECOMING. 


GURY aN URGENT MESSAGE SAYS 
THERE'S A GALE FORCE 

——\ "WIND BLOWING FROM DUE 

=) sovta our oF Biscay, 
MON CAPITAINE ! 


1 DON'T LIKE THIS AT ALL! 
WE'RE BEING DRIVEN FAR TOO 


CLOSE TO THE PLACE 
THE BRITISH CALL 
THE LIZARD. 


AND THE ENGINES) 
‘ARE STRAINED TO, 
THE LIMIT. 
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DUPONT "WiiS DEEPLY AWARE DIS SHIP'S AND AT THAT CRITICAL MOMENT, 
PERILODS POSITION. HE ORDERED AN THE MARIE -LOU/SE’S ENGNES 
ER . 











it 
EMERGENCY SIGNAL To'BE SENT Our. 


3.0.5. FRENCH STEAMSHIP’ 
'E=LOUISE, BOUND FOR. 
fe ARE IN 


/ PORT ENGINES PACKED UP 

THROUGH OVESHEATING ! NOT 
A -CHANCE OF GETTING HER 
(GOING AGAIN QUICKLY. « 2 











IRE OF THE ENGINE, DUPONT HAD FORCED UPON HIM 
fONS ‘WHICH ALL’ SHIPS’ MASTERS DREAD. i 


WZ, 





THe 
70 ABANDON SHIP 
SYATIONS 
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fine Lose OF ENGINE VOWER 47 SUCH A CRUCIAL MOMENT Zatas 
PRECIPITATED “HE 4247=-ZOU/SE’S: DOOM. THE MOMEN' aga 


STORM. ANE DUPONT Was 





‘AND. FOR THOSE IN THE LIFEBOATS, THE SEA WAS LIKE A LIVING THING, 
‘ALL THE TIME STRIVING TO SNATCH THEIR FRAIL CRAFT INTO ITS GREEN DEPTHS. 














DUPONT HAD BEEN MAKING CERTAIN THAT THER! 

WAS NO ONE LEFT ABOARD HIS STRICKEN SH 

AS HE STRUGGLED UP HE DECK, A HUGE WAVE 

FLUNG THE A¢A@/E-ZOUISE ON TO A HIDDEN. 
UsTE ROCK 





aie Sue WAS SHUDDERING WITH EVERY Ine SHINNED DOWN A ROPE INTO THE RAFT AND. 


CRASHING WAVE THAT FOR DEAR LIFE AS'IT 
DUPONT CUT {BOILING SEA, 


(AS FORCED TO HANG ON 
TOSSED AND TURNED IN THE SEETHING, 
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THE FIERCE UNDERTOW WHICH HASTENED THE 
ISTEAMER'S DOOM,'NOW WORKED IN THE 
FRENCHMAN'S FAVOUR. THE PUNY RAFT WAS: 
WHIRLED HELPLESSLY BUT SAFELY ROUND 
iE HEADLAND AND TOSSED UP ON A 
EACH. THERE DUPONT WAS RESCUED BY 
TWO COASTSUARDS. 


RS 

















SHE SUID OFF WITH 
THE EBS TIDE AND SANK 
IN TWENTY FATHOMS. JUST 
BEYOND THE ROCKS. YOUR BOATS 
WERE WASHED UP YESTERDAY, 
‘CAPTAIN DUPONT. . YOU WERE 
"THE ONLY SURVIVOR! 


‘ALL MY BRAVE 
CREW, SO EAGER 
TO GET HOME... 





SITTING 1H AN ENGLISH AIR RAID SHELTER WHILE GERMAN. 
IMCENDIARIES RAINED DOWN ON A NEARBY POWER STATION, 
DUPONT TASTED HIS FIRST EXPERIENCE OF WAR: HE 


FOUND IT ALL RATHER UNREAL .. 


LUKE TT. THERE'S NOTHING TO 
KEEP ME HERE NOW 
THE MARIE-LOUISE 
HAS GONE 
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TWO. DAYS LATER, DUPONT TOOK TRAIN FORA 
FAMOUS SOUTH COAST NAVAL BASE ARMED 
WITH HIS TEMPORARY IDENTITY CARD AND RATION] 
BOOK. THE FRIENDLY COASTGUARD SAW. HIM OFF. 
THAT LETTER 
TO THE DOCKYARD 
SUPERINTENDENT WiLL 
HELP; CHARLES HE'S, 
‘AN OLO FRIEND 
oF 




























DUPONT'S SPIRITS SOARED AS THE TRAIN RATTLED ON TO ITS 
DESTINATION. HE FELT HE WAS ON HIS WAY TO FREEDOM, 
LEAVING BEHIND THE GHASTLY. HAPPENINGS. OF THE PAST FEW| 
DAYS. BUT THE TREND. OF HiS. FELLOW PASSENGERS! 
|ICONVERSATION- STARTLED: HIM . 


igee.twe 2. somseo VZ92 y 
iL gematig is conene 
sats ae we 


























e THEY MUST 
7 expect iv with THE 
GERMANS AI 
OUR SHIPPING FROM 
\.. FRENCH PORTS: 
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DUPONT WAS STILL RAGING INWARDLY AT THE ENGLISH 
PEOPLE'S CALM "ACCEPTANCE OF THE BOMBING OF THEIR 
FORMER ALLIES WHEN HE REACHED THE DOCKYARO z 
SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE. 











DOCKS SUPERINTENDENT. 
GLAD TO KNOW YOU, 

















DUPONT GAPED AT HIM... THEN BEGAN TO) 
ISTAMMER-A'DENIAL. 





YOUVE HAD A TOUGH TIME 
NBET'YOU. CANT WAIT TO JOIN 
Bi THE FREE FRENCH ARMED 
FORCES AND HAVE A CRACK 





m 
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TWAS THE TURN OF THE SUPERINTENDENT] 


TO STARE IN AMAZEMENT. ~~ 


Li 
BACK TO FRANCE . IT’S IN THE 
HANDS OF THE GERMANS . 

‘OUR ENEMIES AWD 


YOURS. 


HOW CAN | EVER 

MAKE HIM UNDERSTAND? 
HE'S JUST LIKE ALL 
THE OTHER BRINSH 








FURTHER ARGUMENT PROVED FRUTLESS AND ay 
DUPONT SHRUGGED RESIGNEDLY AS THE SUPER- 
INTENDENT, CUT THE INTERVIEW SHORT. 
WHAT DUPONT WAS ASKING SEEMED TO fuss TO BE 
PERFECTLY REASONABLE. ALTHOUGH NE HAD 

PICKED UP A FINE COMMAND OF THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE IN HIS TRAVELS, HE WAS BEGINNING TO 
ISEE THAT HE WOULD GET NOWHERE WITH THE 
BRITISH AUTHORITIES . THEY SIMPLY. WOULD KOT 
ACCEPT HIS POINT OF VIEW. 


YOUVE HAD A 
BAD SHOCK, DUPONT, 
LOSING YOUR SHP AND YOUR 
(CREW THE BEST. THING YOU CAM 
5010 FORGET Is TOTAKE. A JOB 
RETHE YARD: €O AND SEE THE 
PERSONNEL OFFICER TOMORROW, 
TELL HIM | SENT YOU. task 














SWE LEFT THE DOCKYARD, DUPONT’'s 
‘OWE: fi 


7 a 


ME, DUPONT? WITH 
A MASTER'S TICKET, 
OFFERED A LANOLUBBER’S 
VOB 'INA DOCKYARD. PAH! 
WHAT FURTHER INSULT 
‘CAN THE BRITISH 
‘GIVE ME? 
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EVENING, iT BOOKED-A ROOM IN A SAILORS Let Lr FEELING LONELY, HE_ 
WANDERED, GUY ITO THE STRANGE TOWN IN SEARCH Ot COM A Bho LITTLE PUBLIC 
"SUDDENLY SAW A FAMILIAR FIGURE, DRESSED IN SEAMAN'S Ch 
BL SURELY THATS 
PF oi SEAN Aina 

















‘[RUPORT. STARTED FORWARD, A CRY OF 
ION ON HIS LIPS. 


4) JEAN! JEAN 
ARNAUD! 








“4 
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‘SURELY YOU RECOGNISE 
YOUR OLD BOYHOOD 
PAL; JEAN? I'M 

CHARLES DUPONT, 


WHY, CHARLES, 
My OLD ONE! HOW. 
LONG HAVE YOU BEEN 
WEARING THAT BLACK 
MAT ON YOUR CHIN? 











55 i SHOR THE 


oid FELLOW EXPECTED 
ME TO DON UNIFORM 
‘STRAIGHT AWAY TO 

FIGHT THE GERMANS! 


PAH THESE BRITISH! 
‘ALL WE ASK IS THAT WE 
SHOULD ‘BE ALLOWED TO 

RETURN HOME. OUR WAR 

1S OVER AND DONE WITH. 
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fe WOUR LATER, ARNAUD GLANCED AT HIS WATCH THE TIME HAD PASSED QUICKLY. 
HAD TO HURRY AWAY TO HIS NIGHTSHIFT WORK (NA MUNITION FACTORY. 





























MEET ME HERE 
TOMORROW, CHARLES, 

MY LANDLADY MAY HAVE 
‘A ROOM, FOR YOU, 














THE FOLLOWING Day A HARASSED DOCKVARD PERSONNEL OFFICER HUSTLED THE RELUCTA 
DUPONT INTC. DESTROYING STORES CLERK'S JOB IN A DINGY WAREHOUSE. 


et T MIGHT JUST 
AS WELL HAVE GONE 
DOWN WITH THE AMARIE~ 
LOUISE BS BE STUCK 
HERE FOR ‘THE DURATION 
OF THE WAR. «= 






"Ba 
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S DUPONT WOULD WAVE BEEN STAGGERED IF HE COULD WAVE HEARD A SECRET 
Biscission ‘GOING ONIN NAVAL INTELLIGENCE H.Q. LONDON, AT THAT MOMENT. 











t 
t 


MARIE~ LOUISE JEANNE - ESTELLA 


she tevike 
IDENTICALE 











RY. YES, ves, GET 
7 your POINT: AND you 
SY THE APAR/EL OU 
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[SOON A NAVAL DIVER WAS MOVING CAUTIOUSLY 
AROUND THE BARNACLE -ENCRUSTED HULL OF THE 
TRAMP, MAKING A SURVEY OF THE VISIBLE DAMAGE, 








A Fuk SIZED 
HOLE BUT IF THAT'S 
‘THE WORST THERE IS, 
WE SHOULD. BE ABLE’ 
"TO SALVAGE HER. 


ed 


fz URGENT SIGNAL WAS SENT OFF TO THE ADMIRALTY] -— 








JAS SOON AS THE INSPECTION WAS COMPLETED. 


Zz 


‘ALL WE NEED, 
THEN, IS ABOUT 
THREE’ DAYS’ PERFECT] 

[\WEATHER AND A LOT 








THAT'S ABOUT IT, 
‘SUB, THOUGH WHAT ‘THe Ne 
ADMIRALTY WANT TO BOTRER YS 


"THAT FOR, | CAN'T THINK, 
‘SHE ISN'T MUCH TO 
LOOK AT. 
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TRE SALVAGE DIVERS’ IRKSOME AND LONELY WORK OFTEN SUFFERED THROUGH INCLEMENT, 
WEATHER, BUT ON THIS OCCASION LUCK WAS WITH THEM . THEY WERE ABLE TO SEAL MANY 





COMPARTMENTS ARD BLOW OUT THE SEAWATER WITH COMPRESSED AIR 


— J 
Be =e 








TWENTY-FOUR HOURS LATER, THE AARIE- 
LOUISE WAS TOWED UNCEREWONIOUSLY 
WTO THE NEAREST NAVAL BASE. 














[iN THAT SAME NAVAL BASE, CHARLES DUPONT 

WAS JUST MAKING HIS WAY BACK TO THE 

STORE AFTER ANOTHER AIR RAID WHEN THE 
(AILED HIM. 





HA, DUPONT! 
BE GOSD ENOUGH TOY 
‘STEP ROUND TO THE DRY 
DOCK WITH ME.I'VE GOT 
‘SOMETHING. RATHER 
IMPORTANT TO. 
‘SHOW YOU. 
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iE BATTERED TRAMP WAS ALREADY IN THE DRY DOCK AND A PARTY FROM 
THE DOCKYARD WAS ASSESSING THE EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE 


= (ON 


‘i 


2a 


Be 


HAVE STARTE 
TAKE A GREAT 
INTEREST IN SER 


[OUPONT'S EXCITED EVES KEPT STRAYING BACK TO Nis] 
BELOVED SHIP AS THOUGH TO CONFIRM THAT SHE WAS 
REALLY THERE. We FOUND IT HARD TO TAKE IN 


THE LORDS OF THE ADMIRALTY WANT 
YOU TO MAKE A TRIP UP TO LONDON.1 
"THINK YOU'LL FIND THEY HAVE A 
PROPOSITION TO PUT TO YOU. BUT 
POR THE PRESENT KEEP ALL TH 
STRICTLY TO YOURSELE, 


1 THOUGHT THE 
MARIELOUISE HAD 
GONE FOR GOOD. 
MAYBE I'VE FIGURED 
THESE BRITISH ALL 
WRONG.» « 
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TO PUT ONE OF 
‘OUR MEN IN? 





YES, YES, BUT IT’S, 
BETTER DUPONT TAKES 
COMMAND. THE FREE FRENCA 
CREW WILL WORK BETTER UNDER 
“ONE OF THEIR OWN COUNTRYMEN, 





WHEN THE ADMIRAL'S SECRETARY USHERED PB 
DUPONT INTO THE ROOM HE WAS GREETED V7 
CORDIALLY BY ADMIRAL JOHNSTON 


MAY I SAY | AM. 
DELIGHTED THAT You Jf 
HAVE RAISED MY. 
‘SHIP, SIR? 
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[CONFIDENCE . 
WE INTEND TO PASS OFF THE ACARIE-LOUISE 
AS MER SISTER Sih, THE JEAN ESTELLE 
SERMANS ARE USING REGULARLY 
COASTAL WORK. Sie 15-70. 9E LOADED 
WITH: EXPLOSIVES AND DELIBERATELY 
[ cAsue re Ti HEAVY SONCRETEE 
‘SUBMARINE PENS AT.LORIENT. 
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"IO FEEL EL ATEASE AGAIN. 
FAKE ACTWE (EVEN 
‘GERMAN 











WO SPEEDY RETURN TO, 


ER IN COMMAND OF 


‘AND ANOTH 
WS SHIP IF HE DID. NOT seme 70 rich EIGHT. DUPONT SCARCELY KNEW 


WHAT TO SAY AS THE STARTLING 


INTERVIEW ENDED. 


PME REFIT WiLL TAKE A FEW MONTHS, 
ET IN TOUCH WITH 


ME 
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‘Fhe RETURN JOURNEY WAS DRAGGED Our By FREQUENT > 
[STOPS FOR Aix RAIDS: WEARY AND DISGRUNTLED, DUPONT 
SOUGHT OUT Hs FRIEND, JEAN: ARNAUD. 











57, 00 YOu Kwaw WHAT YD DO 
TE CIRCUMSTANCES. Mon AML 2 
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TARNAUD'S BOLD WORDS HAD A PROFOUND EFFECT UPON DUPONT YET HE WONDERED, 
JENDLESSLY, IF SUCH A COURSE OF ACTION WOULD TROUBLE HIS CONSCIENCE. 
Poe eee 
We TALKED OF, JEAN, 
Z WOULD YOU COME 
with ME? 








A LIKE YOU-ARE: 
‘SO LONG, NOW, 





THE FOLLOWING DAY DUPONT SOUGHT OUT THE OOCKYARD SUPERINTENDENT AND TOLD HIM OF His! 
DECISION. HAVING SPOKEN HIS MIND,HE, FELT HAPPIER THAN HE HAD GEEN FOR WEEKS. 

WHEN THE MARIE- LOUNSE 
PUTS TO SEA | MUST BE WITH 
WER. | COULDN'T BEAR TO 








































‘WE WERE 

HOPING YOU'D see | I 
THINGS THAT WAY. FLL PUT) 
AMESSAGE THROUGH TO 
‘THE ADMIRALTY AT ONCE. 
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Chapter 2. Not His War 








FTE TIME CAME WHEN MARIE-LOUISE RETURNED PROM HER SEA TRIALS. AFTER THAT] 
TWO FOUR-INCH GUNS AND SEVERAL OERLIKONS WERE HOISTED INTO PLACE. 





DUPONT AN ARNAUD MOVED THEIR MEAGRE KIT ON BOARD. WHEN THE: 
RIVE WAS IMPRESSED BY THE GRIM KEENNESS OF THEM ALL 
SA i 








UM, BONNARD, 
‘APPOINTEL 
SuNeRY OFFICEN 





SHAR. Mave, 


BONHARD, GUNS AEN 
MUCH IN’MY LINE. 
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FINE ADMIRAL AND HIS HIER ASSISTANT YOU SHOULD REACH LORIENT AT O- FOUR 
HUNDRED. THE SUBMARINE PENS ARE HERE. 
1S, BUT. 























Teel CANT. 
MAKE’ UP MY MIND, 
EAN. STILL LIKE 

TO. GET HOME IN 


‘ONE PIECE. 
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SOMETHING WILL 
HAPPEN TO GIVE. 
‘YOU. THE EXCUSE 
wy YOU SEEK.MY 








TWAT AFTERNOON, A SQUADRON OF BRITISH, 
BOMBERS TOOK A LOOK AT THEM . GUT AFTER. 
JA. SHORT INSPECTION , THEY FLEW’ ON TOWARDS 
FRANCE WITHOUT MAKING AN ATTACK. 











WITH DARKNESS THEY WERE SOUTH OF USHANT. AREAD LAY THE HOSTILE SHORE OF FRANCE 
AND BEFORE LONG, TWO PATROLLING GERMAN E-BOATS SPED CNALLENGINGLY TOWARDS THE 


Mies 

‘ACHTUNG! 
{UNIDENTIFIED MERCHANT 
‘SHIP ‘ON THE STARBOARD, 
ba BOW, KAPITANT 
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"S LOOKOUTS WERE ALMOST A 











DUPONT'S ANSWER BROUGHT A TIGHT-LIPPED SMiL 


OBERLEUTNANT COMMANDING THE E-BOATS 


THE SIONAL TO PROCEED WAS GIVEN AFTER SOME DELAY AND DUPONT | 
|EUTENAN} WEVER, 


THE ALERT, MEN, 
1.00 NOT TRUST 


We THE GERMANS. 
FIRE ON US THE 


'FRENCHMEN PREPARED 
‘TO FIGHT BACK. 


DIRECT YOUR FIRE, 
ATTHE BRIDGE FIRST, 
OPEN FIRE! 
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[A LOOK OF GRIM SATISFACTION ON HIS FACE, | 
STEPPED TO THE BRIDGE 


GC "LL Bi 
BLOWN 70 PIECES 
YES, BONNARD, 
STAN! 
YOUR GUNS! 
MAN THE OERLIKONS! ON THE 


DOUBLE! OPEN FIRE ON THE 
IAT AS SOON AS. 
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ELEMENT OF SURPRISE PLAYED HEAVILY I EDA B 
FAVOUR OF THE ACARVE-LOUISE’S GUNNERS. 









BD 
PY wry aren 

YOU USING Your 

FOUR-INCH GUNS, 
LIEUTENANT 2. 





THE Pi ‘GF BONNARD'S FIGHTING BRAIN MOVED DUPONT TO ADMIRATION Al 
THE SHIP'S QUIst-FIRING GUNS PUMPED SHELLS WITH DEADLY ACCURACY INTO THE 
FELT A SURGE O* PRIDE IN HIS COUN’ 


NE AS. 
SAT, HE 


Es 


2 
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SHOGKED GY THE SUDDEN DESTRUCTION OF HIS LEADER'S CRATT, Ee 
Fue Second EBOAT'S COMMANDER ISSUED URGENT ORDERS. 


FOR A SHORT, NERVE-WRACHING INTERVAL, THE 
FRENCHMEN FOLLOWED THE ENEMY'S 





Fre E-BOAT COWMANDER MUST HAVE GIVEN 
NS ORDERS AT ALMOST THE SAME INSTANT. 
THE LEAN CRAFT HEELED SHARPLY TO PORT 
DS. WOULD. BE CALAMITOUS: 

IF THEY ESCAPED! 


CURSE THEM! KNEW 








[THEY'D HAVE OTHER TRICKS: 
, To PLAY. STAND 

MAN THE FORWARD 

FOUR-INCK! FIRE A. 

RANGING SHOT, THEN 


BY, STARBOARD. 
4 AND PORT 
‘SINK THE BOCHE TORPEDO TUBES! 


jofent Destiny 


‘CUT SPEED 
TO.NALF 
AHEAD BOTH! 


If ne REACTS 
UKE THINK HE 
i 


GET Him! 


NTO THE E-BOAT. CG 
FOR MIS PORT TORPEDO Sti 
MIDSHIPS 





iS PROMPT MANOEUVRE CAUSED THE TORPEOO TO P? 
OAT ALSO TURNED TO PORT TO-AVOID A CO 
"THE LOW CALIGRE WEAPONS. we 


*" 
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‘BOAT SURVIVED THE CLOSE RANGE FUSILLADE AND AS IT RACED] 
‘COMMANDER: DECIDED TO SUMMON ASSISTANCE - 


ay, 


TO STAND BY TO 


: Re gee TELL THE Ze 
> Z WIRELESS OPERATOR 
f : ‘SEND A MESSAGE, 


GET THAT 
FOUR-INCH TO BEAR, 
ON THE OOUBLE.IT'S 
‘OUR. LAST, 
CHANCE! 


RANGTO CHEERS OF TRIUMPH 





n» 
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ISUPONT WAS AS EXCITED AS ANYONE AT THE OUTCOME OF THE ACTION. AS BONNARD CAME 
BACK ON TO THE BRIDGE, FOLLOWED BY ARNAUD, THE SKIPPER RUSHED FORWARD TO SHAKE 
THE GUNNER'S HAND 








[EXCITEMENT SOON GAVE WAY TO TIREDNESS. OFF 
DUTY MEN HASTENED BELOW TO SNATCH A SHORT 
SLEEP BEFORE THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE REAL 
OPERATION. 
‘SO YOU FOUGHT 
AGAINST THE Le 
GERMANS, AFTER [77 

RLES. 





‘ALL, CHAI 
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IARWAUD'S EYES WERE HARD AND ACCUSING. <= 


THEY MUST. HAVE KNOWN THE 
2 WAS ELSEWHERE 


- THAT. 
IS THE MARIE - 
LOUISE! 








DISTURBED BY HIS FRIEND'S WORDS, DUPONT SENT Asnavo BELOW TO REST, WHILE HE MADE 
ANOTHER EFFORT TO REASON THINGS OUT FO! 


WHAT SHOULD TRUE FRENCHIEN 
nt SURRENDER TO THE GERMANS) 








BALE AN HOUR L. 
JORAMA STRUCK 


SIGNAL 
LAMP FLASHING 
‘TO_PORT, 

SIRT 


BE MEANT FOR 

US, THERE'S NO OTHER 

‘SHIP IN THE VICINITY 
AS FAR AS 


DUPONT STRODE ANXIOUSLY TO THE END OF 
THE BRIDGE AND SUDDENLY CAUGHT SIGHT 
OF A RAY OF LIGHT SHINING FROM 

WHERE DOWN HIS OWN SHIP'S SID‘ 
DISMAYED, HE STRODE TOWARDS Th 


SOME FOO. Has SUNN 
LEA FORT HOLE Nd 
‘OPEN! KEEP YouR GtAsseS 
On ThE SIGNAL 
"GOING BELOW TO 


INVESTIGATE. 
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DASHED DOWN TO THE LOWER DECK, 
IS INTO ONE EMPTY CABIN AFTER 


OUT ae UNION FUSTTIVE Mat 
OR AT THE GAPING PORTHOLE» 
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CALL BOTH WATCHES OF 
THE HANDS TO. ..TO 


HE HAD SCARCELY UTTERED THE ORDER WHEN THREE STAR-SHELI 
OVER THE: SHIP, BATHING HER IN LIGHT AS BRIGHT AS DA\ 


PARBLEU! 
WE ARE 
DISCOVERED! 





IREXT MOMENT, THERE WAS THE BRIGHT ORANGE FLASH 
JOF DISTANT GUNFIRE AND SHELLS: EXPLODED ONLY 
YARDS FROM THE A/AR/E-LOUISE'S SIDES,CAUSING 
HER TO HEEL HEAVILY” 


iE ENEMY HAD COME OUT IN FORCE 


A SEARCHLIGHT BLAZED FROM OUT OF THE DARKNESS, AND A SMOOTH VOICE BROKE THE 
Sé.. IT WAS ARNAUD'S « 





Orrae went 
RARSH GERMAN VOICE RANG OUT. 


BOINT BLANK THREAT OF THE DESTROYERS GUNS, 


ONDER THE 
JA WAZ} PRIZE CREW WAS PUT ON BOARO 
G 
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Chapter 3. Freedom—or Death! 








THE MARIE -LOUISE WAS SAILED IGNOMINIOUSLY INTO THE VERY PORT IT WAS TO HAVE 
ND IT ST CREW WERE MARCHED OUT OF THE DOCKYARD. 
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[Rt SESTAPG NEAOGUARTERS. JEAN AAWAUD, THE TRAITOR MAE NO 
TO CONCEAL HIS CONTENP COUN. 














JEAN ARNAUD SWAGGERED OUT 
ENOMGUS Loos SLUNG AT HM BY HS FFELLOW FRENCHMEN « 
if Ca q 


$0... OU 

F eGt So, Owey Miss 

SiC Neate to youR. 
NARVE VILLAGE HOW tS [T 

‘THAT ON THE WAY YOU 
SANK TWO GERMAN 

» FIGHTING SHIPS ? 2 
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IAS THE GERMAN CONTINUED TO BAIT HIM WITH ACID SARCASM AND SCARCELY VEILED THREATS, 
DUPONT FELT A TREMENDOUS UPSURGE OF ANGER WITHIN HIMSELF SUCH AS HE HAD NEVER 
EXPERIENCED BEFORE . 


ARNAUD HAS ALREADY TESTIFIED. 
AR YOU ‘Salo YOUR SHIP WAS THE 
EAN ESTELLE WHY DON'T YOU 
“KoMiT YOU. WERE ON A VITAL j 

OPERATION “AGAINST THE - yy, 
THIRD REICH > 























VW 
2 aw os 
p= ‘ 4 
p \\ 
7 | ‘ 
"THINK WHAT = 
you the Hee 
KOMMANDAW TT 
BO NOT CARE! 
- p 2 Fe 
yy S WELL SPOKEN, 
° MON CAPTEAIE! 


iF 1 EVER 
MEET YOU ON 
EQUAL TERMS, My 
BRAVE BOCHE FLL FIX 
YOU SLOWLY. - 
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[OUPONT'S ANGER SEEMED TO CAUSE THE KOMMANDANT A‘CERTAIN CYNICAL 
AMUSEMENT. BUT HE WAS TIRED OF BAITING HIS PRISONER 














DUPONT WAS DULY DRAGGED OFF ANO HURLED INTO A BLOCK OF CELLS TO THE REAR OF THE 
BUILDING. A FEW SECONDS LATER, BONNARD WAS PROPELLED INTO IT AFTER KIN 
ew = s ED ss 





Violent Destin 


RIGHT ABOUT ME 


KINDS OF A FOOL,AND 
Te DISCOVERED THE 
LU TO FIGHT 


EPIOR.BOMARD Wag A GOOD OSE OF WEN NE FISURED IAT BUFONT, 


ENT COLD FURY, WOULO BE CAPABLE OF ALMO: 
IF 1 OULD ESCAPE, \'D 
THE AZAR 
INTO THOS BLAST 
PEYS,SINGLE “HANDED 
wy SOR DIE IN THE 
ATTEMPT! 


ANY THIN 


i BELIEVE 
yOu WOULD, 
MON AMI. 
BELIEVE YOU 
'WOULDT 





43 Violent Destiny 
Ta RE EVED DUPONT SHREWDLY.- - 
gf SEND FOR ARNAUD THE TRAITOR, Y 
MON CAPITAINE: IP HE THINS YOU 
Wish TO PLEAD WITH HM FOR 
Anis Soppony Ws VANITY 
M COMET 











Ic aed 
CALLED. We HEARD HE Meson 








Violent Destiny cid 


FIVE ENDLESS, NERVE-WRACKING MINUTES DRAGGED BY. TWEN THERE WAS THE SOUND OF JACK- 
IN THE PA: THEIR SURPRISE, ARNAUD APPEARED IN THE UNIFORM OF A GERMAN 





mr. 
we, WHAT DO 





FULL OF CARELESS ASSURANCE ARYAUO TURNED HIS BACK OW THE PRISONERS AND 
DrStiSEO THE GUARD, BOND FOUND TT DIFFICULT YO CORB Tis WIORTIENC, 
ALL RIGHT, NANS 
OU ca CLEAR Sr, 
“Tushe BE NS 











$0 Violent Destiny 


BONNARD OAUGNT.DUPONT'S-EYE .. cAND SAW AN.ANSWERING SPARK OF RESO! UTI 
ISPEED OF-A JUNGLE CAT, HE SPRANG AT-ARNAUD, GATCHING HIM BY THE THROA' 
: an 





FROM YOU ses 

AND YOU DIE 

LIKE THE TREACHER. 
RAT YOU ARE? 





WORKING AGAINST TIME, DUPONT STRUGGLED INTO THE GERMAN UNIFORM, w= 
[TERRIFIED ARNAUD WAS ‘UNCEREMONIOUSLY. PUSHED INTO HIS REFER. 





MEN 
THEN YOU'LL HAVE To.cér } 
(OUR FRIEND TO CAl 
rAR' 











Violent Destiny St 


THE URSUSRECTING GUARD CAME TO THE DOORN. ia 








ANSWER TO ARNAUD'S UI 








WA PULVERISING RIG 
NAUD BEGAN TO YELL 





WHILE THE SOUND OF THE SHOY STILL ECHOED ROUND THE GRIM OLD Bi 


DESPERATE ESCAPERS RACED TOWARDS THE OUTER DOOR AT THE END 
——F 








Violent Destiny 

TiLTHE LANE OUTSIDE, DUPONT HAN FOR AN UNATTENOED 
MITARY CAR-BEHING HMM, THE DOUR CONNARD PUT 

PAID TO THREE MORE STARTLED. TROSrERs WHO" 

WERE RUSHING TO INVESTIGATE 








THE BRAVE BONNARD WAS TO SELL WIS LIFE 
=]OEARLY BEFORE HE RAN OUT OF AMMUNITION , 











DUPONT RACED THE JEEP THROUGH THE DUSTY STREETS WHICH LED TO J 

THE DOCKYARD. NOW HE rT ONE PUR TO COMPLETE 
TUE OPERATION: /oemnecs oe Pn J 
y 


u Violent Destiny 
[as TE SPRANG CLEAR OF THE CAR AT THE DOCKYARD GATES, ONE OF WiS PURSUERS FIRED A BURST 
R HIS'HEAD. UNDETERRED, OUPONT RACED TOWARDS THE SMALL DOORWAY BeSiO= THE 

DOCKYARO'S: MAIN GATES. 2 














‘SUDDENLY HE FOUND HIMSELF FACED BY FOUR STARTLED GERMAN GUARDS 
YELLED AT THEM. HIS VOICE NELD SUCH AUTHORITY THAT NONE OF THE GUARD 
BREATHLESS ARRIVAL OR THE UNUSUALNESS OF WIS WEARING A BEARD. 


ONE OF THE 


7 FRENCH PRISONERS 
MAS ESCAPED, UP. 
THE FIRST ROAD 
‘ON THE RIGUT, 

AFTER HIM! 





Violent Destiny 





THE PURSUING CAR SCREAMED TO A HALT LESS THAN HALF A MINUTE LATER, GOADED BY THEN 
OFFICER, THE TROOPERS HURLED THEMSELVES THROUGH THE GATEWAY IN PURSUT” 


a 





GET A MovE 
ON. HE MUSTN'T. 
REACH THE FRENCH 
STEAMER .SOME OF 
YOU OTHERS HEAD 
HIM OFF ROUND 














DUPONT PAN"EP ON PAST THE WHARENOUSE. ROUNDING THE NEXT BUILDING HE SPOTTED THE 
£ sSTERN, BUT SEVERAL SOLDIERS WERE BET ‘AND THE SHIP. 








Now wHaT 
80'1 DO? 

THEY'VE HEADED 
ME OFFY 
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WALE WAY ALONG THE NEXT BLOCK, DUPONT PULLED UP SHORT. SOLDIERS HAD ROUNDED THE 
ICORNER AHEAD OF HIM AND KE ‘SHOT AT THEM. 








ES [EE ERERCIIAN LOOKED ABOUT tt 
HE WAS CORNERED. 








A-STEEL LADDER OFFERED HIM A SLIM CHANCE THE 
SORT OF CHANCE ONLY A VERY DETERMINED MAN 
|WOULD TAKE 











Violent Destiny Tt 
[DUPONT SCRAMBLED ACROSS THE ROOF OF THe] [LUCK AND DARING MADE THE SLIM CHANCE 
BULOING. SHE HARSH ORUTAL CRIES AND THE | |pay Orr =] 
BOOTS CLANKING ON THE LADDER HELPED KM 
SCREW UP HIS COURAGE. 

















B Violent Destiny 


WE RIPPED OFF THE UNIFORNG OF THE FOUL ORDER HE HAD COME TO RATE THEN SNATCVED IF 
LAST ADVERSARY'S WEAPON. A SAVAGE BURST FELLED SOME OF THE GERMANS ON w#3 HEEL’ 
SENT THE OTHERS. SCUTTLING FOR COVER. NEXT HE TUMNED The ScuMEISSE> « ‘ON THE MOORING 


















DUPONT TURNED AND RACED BELOW TO THE ENGINE-ROOM. THERE] 
WAS STILL A. GOOD NEAD OF STEAM AVAILABLE AND HE SLAMMED 
THe LEVER FULL. SPEED AHEAD. 





Gea 


| 


CAN 1 GET. 
BACK UP TOP. 
BEFORE WE HIT 
SOMETHING? [l 


Violent Destiny yy 


eaahaee FOR BREATH HE FLUNG HIMSELF INTO THE WHEELNOUSE IN TIME TO STEER THE SHIP” 
[AWAY FROAA THE JETTY TOWARDS WHICH IT WAS HEADING. INSTANTLY A HAIL OF ENEMY SMALL“ARMS| 








‘OF YOU AIM STRAIGHT! 
-/ RUN TO THE HARBOUR 
MASTER. WARN HIM TO CLOSE THE 
BOOM DEFENCE AND CALL THE 
‘COASTAL ARTILLERY. THEY'LL GET 
HIM NEAR THE ENTRANCE 














wo Violent Destiny 





BVEN AS THE ENEMYS MASSIVE HARBOUR DEFENCES WERE TRAINED ON THE NARROW STRIP OF 
YATER LEADING TO THE OPEN SEA, DUPONT SWUNG THE WHEEL OVER HARD. ITS OVERWORKED. 
INGINE ‘TEARING ITSELF TO PIECES IN ONE LAST GALLANT EFFORT, THE A7AA/E~LOUISE SURGED 











THE MOMENT THE GERMANS REALISED HIS INTENTION, TWO BOOM DEFENCE LAUNCHES RACED 
KCROSS THE WATER INA FLURRY OF FOAM, THEIR GUNS LASHING THE SUIP’S BATTERED 
SUPERSTRUCTURES, 





‘Violent Destiny a 
HEAVY CALISRE COASTAL GUNS WERE ALREADY SWINGING SHOREWARDS, THE GUN- 








a 
fag CLAVERS, 
STRIVING TO LOWER THEIR SIGHTS SUFFICIENTLY TO HIT THE TARGET ALMOST UNDER THEIR NOSES. 


‘TEN MORE YARDS: 
AND THE SWINE WILL BE 
WITHIN THE ANGLE OF OUR 
GUNS. GET THOSE 
SIGHTS DOWN, YOU 
A Foors 2..D 








RaPERVIOUS TO, THE GROWING FORCES OF DESTRUCTION AROUND HIM, DUPONT AIMED THE AZ4R7E= 
ZOU/SE, UNWAVERINGLY FOR, THE MIDDLE OF THE PENS. EIGHT, NINE ,TEN YARDS FURTHER AND THE! 
ENEMY’S BIS WEAPONS BEGAN TO SLAM SHELLS INTO THE SHIP. eats 


oa By 














Alte shel contnoe 
F SONTINU 
Coe rRiNs! 








82 Violent: Destiay 


[ EqARLES CUPONT HAD BEEN WURLED TO THE CORNER OF THE BaIOSE BY THE? 
EXPLOSION. BADLY SHAKEN ANO BLEEDING FROM Mui Tew 
ACROSS THE DEBRIS BACK TO THE WHEE! 








FORGE OF 
Blea orseoek Mise. 








IRS FACE A MASK OF AGONISED SETERMNATION, [7p 


DUPONT STEADIED THE SHIP ON COURSE.T 
'S STRUC 





Violent Destiny 





<TEARING GREAT HOLES INTER SIDES, 





BUT HER MOMENTUM STILL CARRIED THE H/Amd 
IEinfinisuivG GAP BETWEEN HERSELF AND HER TARGET. 


INTHE DOOMED FRENCHMAN'S FACE.» 


IE 
oo 


é R. 
BONNARD.. AND THE 





4 
if 


iy 
\, 


| 
i 
REST OF THE CREW. 
Stb PAPA LIMARO AND. 
ALL THE OTHERS 
UNDER THE 
NAZI HEEL! 





Violent Destiny 


D TN ONE WISE CATASTROPHIC EXPLOSION THE HEAVILY PROTECTED PENS AND, THEIE RESIDENT 
‘COMPLETELY: ss eas GALLANT FRENCHMAN, CHARLES DUPONT, HAD 

















"ks 
swldbout the tin, 
Erspeka th fin al 
on ot fa aay. usuario 
iterary or pictorial matter whaisoe 





ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS ... ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 101—THESHADOW OF DEATH No. 103—HORIZON IN HELL 


‘WAR 
(THERE 


A premonition of disaster heralded the The infantrymen’s war was a patient 
glider-drop into the enemy-held Burma walk towards the next violent tussle 
jungle. with death. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 102—DESERT FURIES 
Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
July 3rd, are :— 
No. 104-BULLDOG BREED No. 106—ROLL OF HONOUR 
No. 105—COLLISION COURSE —_No. 107—-DEATH TOOK NO SIDE 





A Tense, Thrill- 
Packed, Tremendous 
Story of how the 
R.A.F. tackled the 
formidable task of 
sinking the pride of 
= the German fleet 
THE TIRPITZ 
as she lay ina peace- 
ful Norwegian fiord. 


THIS IS JUST ONE OF FOUR NEW 


AIR ACE PICTURE LIBRARY 
ISSUES ON SALE NOW! 


Look out for the other Three Issues: 
No. 55—WHIRLWIND IN THE SKY 
No. 56—BATTLE-SCARRED 
No. 57—NIGHT HAWKS 





